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February ‘21  

What’s Online This Month       February 2021 

Morning Service 10am  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/5106252255514401293  

Evening Service 6.30pm 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/156940301057506061   
 

Small Groups will recommence at a time to 
be announced 

Looking for a Place to Belong?  
MCC Sydney is here for you. 

Not just on a Sunday either. Our BE UPHELD 
MINISTRY TEAM is waiting to hear from you. 
Feeling stressed or alone? Suffering with grief 
from a death or a breakup? Rejected by your 
friends or family because of who you are? 
Lacking HOPE in the New Year? Whatever the 
reason, a Be Upheld Minister may be just 
what you could do with. Contact the Church at 
office@mccsydney.org to let Rev Dale know 
you wish to talk about the Be Upheld Pro-
gram. 
 

Farewell Eric James Tait 
Eric passed away unexpectedly, 
but quite peacefully, on Friday 29 
January. Please keep Dawn and 
their Family in your prayers 

Pastor’s Corner 
As our amazing Rev Dale is on a 
Moving holiday at the time of 
publishing, the Editor has  
offered us this Prayer to read in the hope of 
bringing some comfort and reassurance.  

Where is God in COVID-19? 
In the warm smile of an old friend seen virtually, 

gone and now reunited. 
In the tear of a family member who lost a loved 

one… perhaps their only one. 
In the hands of a nurse who left the safety of 

their home to care for a stranger. 
In the resilience of a food store worker who un-

derstands the necessity of food. 
In the care of a doctor who lives a ministry of 

hope. 
In the words of sacred scripture proclaimed in 

faith, at a bedside, for the last time. 
In the Parent who is fearful at the uncertainty of 

their child’s future. 
In the pain of a Homeless Shelter and the peo-

ple who show us the meaning of trusting in 
providence. 

In the hearts of the people of Ireland who stood 
on their porches on Easter to clap for a minute 
in support of all healthcare workers worldwide. 
In the fear of an isolated nursing home resident. 
In the broken-hearted, lonely, furloughed, poor 

and marginalized. 
In the songs of the birds which herald each new 
day, and in the majestic purple primrose peek-

ing from the soil. 
God is most certainly here.  A God who jour-

neys, heals, and loves us dearly. 
Amen. 

(Alex Garvey, PhD, Senior VP of Mission in 
Greenville, SC) 

  

We ARE  

the  

Church 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/5106252255514401293
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/156940301057506061
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LifeWords—David Reay 
THE PASSING GLANCE  
James 1:22-25 
But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do 
what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling 
yourselves. For if you listen to the word and 
don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a 
mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget 
what you look like. But if you look carefully into 
the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do 
what it says and don’t forget what you heard, 
then God will bless you for doing it. (NLT)  
Some very devout people read the Bible every 
day. But they never let the Bible read them. 
Some people have a great appetite for hearing 
good teaching but it can go in one ear and out 
the other. Yet others know their Bibles back-
wards but what is in those Bibles never really 
sinks in and makes a difference. 
Our text likens this to our sneaking a passing 
glance in the mirror as we pass by. We don’t get 
a clear idea of what we look like and so don’t 
bother to take any corrective action. So we 
might read the Bible regularly or hear Bible 
teaching regularly but our lives remain largely 
untouched by it all. 
Many of us, if we are honest, recognise that our 
problem is not lack of knowing what is in the Bi-
ble, but a lack of will in putting it into practice. 
Lifelong Bible readers and even Bible scholars 
may live lives utterly divorced from the teach-
ings in it. We can be stuffed to overflowing with 
Bible knowledge and yet not have our lives 
shaped and reshaped by it. 
It may well be that we don’t need more good 
Bible teaching: we need to improve upon our 
own Bible learning. Not more information, but 
more transformation.        

     

I believe God wants you to know 
... ... that there is a light which cannot ever 
be extinguished.  It is inside of you. It is you.  
Let your light so shine upon the world that 
the world will know WHO You Really Are -- 
and its people will know WHY they really 

are as well,  through the light of your  
example. The darkness of our world awaits 

you -- not to engulf you, but to be trans-
formed by you. Be its Source for all those 

who search for Joy.  
Your Friend, Neale Donald Walsch 

 

LAUGH OUT PROUD 
Proudly presented by ANZ 

Friday 26 February at 7:30pm 
Enmore Theatre  

Don't miss this jaw-dropping night 
of laughs. Come along and experience the 
wit and wisdom of some of Australia's best 

and brightest LGBTIQ+ comedians. 
Last year's LAUGH OUT PROUD sold out ! 

hurry and snap up your tickets! 

 

  A Blessing For You   
 May the Renewing God be with you, recre-
ating, enlivening, filling you with God's own 
life. As you claim this life, cherish it and al-
low it to grow, and celebrate it with "thank 
you" forever etched upon your heart. With 
love may you call others to be renewed and 
refreshed. May the blessing 

of the Renewing God be upon 
you.  

Maxine Shonk, OP  

  

December 2018       Page 2 

 

 

 

 
 

 

February 2021 Page 2 

https://hope1032.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=786f50ca7ee9d44a85eb7bcb3&id=f9a200b23a&e=646c417aa4
https://mardigras.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=098d76ae9a6b87de0034eb9f4&id=25b0261773&e=24ec7b77d6
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9 Ways to Support Your Pastor 
Our Pastors need help, too. 

By Andy Vaughn  
Pastors can make or break a church. When 
someone is considering going to a church, one 
of the first questions they ask is: 
“What’s the Pastor like?” 
There are many different types of Pastors  but 
one thing is for certain – they need our help. 
Anyone who’s spent even a small amount of 
time will tell you that being in full time minis-
try is one of the loneliest professions on God’s   
earth. No matter what you do, someone al-
ways thinks you could do better, or different, 
or more loud, or less loud…the list goes on 
and on. 
Here are 9 ways for you to support your pas-
tor. 
1. Listen to their sermons. 
When you listen or even go into the mythical 
realm of actually note taking – you are offer-
ing a sign of solidarity with the leader of your 
church. Your actions are saying that you be-
lieve what they have to say is valuable and 
worth your time. You just may encourage 
them in the process as well. 
2. Give them feedback from their sermons. 
If listening to a sermon encourages a pastor, 
can you imagine what hearing honest feed-
back does for them? If you didn’t understand 
how the truths being proclaimed connect with 
another seemingly opposing truth you’ve seen 
in Scripture, bring it up! If you liked how your 
pastor presented a point, then let them know. 
As long as you do it in an encouraging and 
helpful manner – feedback is great. 
3. Get to Know Your Pastor. 
Get to know their pastor, and then be their 
friend. That’s it.  There is a constant drain and 
strain to constantly be “on”. Always being the 
leader, the guide, the one with all the answers 
is not only tiring, but it’s also unhealthy.  
Pastors need friends to laugh with, to cry with, 
and to help counsel them along their own 
spiritual journey.  

 
 

4. Volunteer 
Without people volunteering, a church will 
fold faster than you can say “Psalm 118”. Save 
them some time and call them asking what 
projects could use a helping hand. 
5.Say positive things. 
A wonderful support for them is to simply tell 
them what you like about the church from 
time to time. Bonus points if you write it out 
in a card and leave in the office for them. If 
you can’t say something positive ….. 
6. Invite people to church. 
A church needs to grow. It needs  new people  
that not only energises the body, but it also 
gives the church more options for ministry as 
a whole. But it also shows your pastor that 
you are listening.  The Great Commission was-
n’t only given to licensed ministers, after all. 
 7. Lead a Bible study or small group. 
One of the biggest misconceptions about the 
role of a Pastor is that is their job to do all of 
the work, and our job to sit and watch.  
8. Share your church posts on social media. 
Having a strong social media presence is quite 
important for a church to grow so share those 
things to expose more people to your small 
community.  
9. Allow them to rebuke you, it is their job 
after all. 
Any good pastor will agonise over the need to 
confront one of their flock over behaviour 
that is unbecoming or even dangerous to 
them. But, if they are wanting to fulfil their 
calling, they must do it anyway. If and when a 
pastor approaches you with love, kindness, 
and genuine concern for you, please lis-
ten. They are there to help you and to protect 
you from harm. Being a leader of a local 
church is one of the hardest and most compli-
cated jobs in the world. It requires extraordi-
nary leadership, a deft hand at playing politics 
(every church has them), and a tender heart. 
No pastor can do it alone. They need help. 
Your help. Can your Pastor rely on you? 
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Pastor   Rev Dale Yardy   
pastor@mccsydney.org  
9569 5122      
96 Crystal Street Petersham 2049  
www.mccsydney.org   
Office Manager P/T     Von Ingram 
office@mccsydney.org   
 

Website Administrator Ben Prasodo 
bambang.prasodo@gmail.com  

 
 

Facebook Administrator    Duane  
carloswebster1962@gmail.com 
  
Board of Directors 
Rev Dale Yardy  Chair 
Sarah de Rooy         Secretary 
secretary@mccsydney.org  

Paul Houghton  Lay Delegate 
Graeme Bartlett  Treasurer 
Donna Sturgeon  Member 

 

 

Col Eglington  Member  
 
Reflections Items to the Editor 
newsletter@mccsydney.org  
 

Questions re Events,  
office@mccsydney.org 
 

MCC Good Shepherd, Granville Tues.7 
Rev Robert Clark   0431361519 
mccgoodshepherd3@gmail.com  
 
CRAVE MCC, Paddington Sun.3pm 
Rev Karl Hand 0425220635 
redchiron@gmail.com 

 
 

Disability access  
is via Crystal St 
Hearing Loop is 
connected.  
Parent’s Room 

is currently closed due to 
COVID 
Morning Tea & Supper are unable to 
be served at present due to COVID  

Everyone is welcome ONLINE 

 

 

 

 

 
The Work of Christmas 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart.  

Composed by Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian, 
educator, and civil rights leader. 

 
Creator God, 
we pray for this land, our culture, our customs. 
our languages, our people and our nation. 
Gather us together to look after this land 
so that the beauty of our mother earth 
may be preserved for all future generations. 
Jesus, our sibling, brother, give us your grace, 
to be united in one mind, in one heart and in one action 
so that we can continue the journey of reconciliation, 
and enable all Australians to work together 
in love, peace and joy. 
We ask you, God the Holy Spirit, 
overshadow us with your presence. 
We ask you to guide all people, 
no matter what their colour of skin  
so that we can truly learn and have better understanding  
in the knowledge of language  
and culture in this land, Australia. Amen. 
Bishop Saibo Mabo(14 May 1947 – 12 May 2017)  
Anglican Church of Australia  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

A Final Prayer for AustraliaA Final Prayer for Australia  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
It’s so easy to pay electronically. Or use PAYPAL It’s so easy to pay electronically. Or use PAYPAL   
  
Direct Deposit Details:Direct Deposit Details: 
BSB: BSB:             082082--048048                     
Account:509412200Account:509412200 
Name:Name:          Metropolitan Community Church SydneyMetropolitan Community Church Sydney 
Fast Payments:Fast Payments: 
PayID:    treasurer@mccsydney.orgPayID:    treasurer@mccsydney.org 
BSB: BSB:             082082--356356                     
Account:780 749 9652Account:780 749 9652 
Name:     Metropolitan Community Church SydneyName:     Metropolitan Community Church Sydney 
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